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The Book Thief
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many themes in Zusak’s novel “The Book Thief.” A theme is considered a general message that helps to expound a story. In this novel, the author uses various themes to advance the story and to provide it with meaning and taste. Some of the main themes discussed include the power of words, thievery, racism, and political hatred. 
Power of words is one of the themes in the novel.  It is a key theme since it emphasizes on stories, books, and words since they can generate and describe feelings, create human relations, and sway persons for good or worse. At the beginning of the book, Liesel contemplates how “exactly when the books and the words began to mean not just something but everything.” Liesel decides to pocket her first book before she knows how to read.  The narrator refers to her as “the book thief without words,” even though she eventually learns to use the words.  Words have the power of saving people from death and anguish.  Liesel teaches herself to study at night, and this helps her keep herself busy when she is woken up by nightmares.
Further, words safeguard her from terrifying dreams.  When she learns at the mayor's house, “she felt an intrinsic sense of power (p. 147). Words help Liesel create a relationship with Hans because he imparts her to read.  Far ahead, words help link Liesel to Max when she describes the weather and when max writes to her.  Words help Liesel connect with people around her even death. The words in the book Mein Kampf safeguards Max as he moves to the house of Hubermann.
Further, max uses the words to battle Hitler without using his fists and also explains to Liesel what is happening around her.  Writing also is said to have saved the life of Hans during World War I. the words of Liesel regarding the outside world help max stay sober and also soothes people in the air-raid accommodation who are terrified. Words also save Liesel in the end as she remains in the basement writing and therefore avoids the bombs.  On the other hand, words are seen not to have power since the love of books does not save the life of Johann Hermann during world war I. further; they do not comfort him or give him happiness. Words do not have the power to stop the Nazis from taking max, Hans, or Rudy’s dad. Liesel encourages people to value words. Even death gets to understand humans due to Liesel’s words. 
Racism and political hatred is another theme in the book. It is a fictional book that features the life of a German girl known as Liesel who experiences racism, and this breaks her. Her parents are killed because they belonged to the communist party, which is a threat to Hitler. Liesel hates Hitler and does not to be loyal to him due to what her parents went through, and because Hitler hates Jews.  The training under Hitler Youth Group is unable to persuade Liesel that she belongs to a superior race. Liesel and Rudy refuse to accept the propaganda that is designed to turn them as Nazi bullies. Liesel watches as the Jews match to the concentration camps where she describes their faces as stretched with torture (p.392) 
Thievery is another theme in the book. Liesel is a thief who steals books which can be described as a desire for self-actualization and defiance.  She steals a book and defies Nazi censorship by being accountable for her education.  When Ilsa gives Liesel a book, she refuses it but steals it later by breaking into her house.  Ilsa helps Liesel to steal more of her books by leaving her window open and also placing the books in a strategic position where Liesel could see them. Ilsa helps Liesel to advance his desire for reading.  Rudy and other people also steal food since they are hungry. 
In conclusion, The Book Thief is an exciting story that describes the life of people during the leadership of Hitler. Various themes help to build the story to whether the author desired. The theme of the power of words helps to extend the story since the protagonist; Liesel steals books so that she can get words from them. The Germans propagate racism and political hatred against the Jews.  Thievery is seen when Liesel steals book while other people such as Ruby steal food to end their hunger. 

